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Editorial 


Ocroser brings the full swing of winter’s activities. Students have gone to their classes again, 
library meetings take place—not the least of them the London and Home Counties Branch 
annual conference, this time at Margate, which has just concluded—and, at the end of the 
month, the annual election of the L.A. Council. The interest, probably the quality, of a librarian 
can be gauged by his attitude towards these things. One who does not vote for his Association 
Council has no right to criticise its aéts, and he who does not support, at least reasonably, the 
meetings his Association arranges, lacks the loyalty which every profession has a right to 
expect of its members. Odtober 15 is the final date of entry for the December professional 
examinations. It will be noted, too, that this year the Entrance examination takes place on 
Wednesday, November 26—a fortnight before the Registration first group. 
* * * 

It would be interesting to know, in connexion with the recent L.A. examination results, 
the relative successes of those prepared at whole-time and part-time schools and through 
correspondence courses. The candidates, however, are merely anonymous to the examiners 
and, in an external examination, this must be so. In this way it differs from the London Schools 
Examination, which is aétually held in the school the candidate attends and, we suppose, the 
school and its standards are known to the authorities. This could hardly be the case with our 
examinations which do not test whether the candidate has been orally taught by an approved 
teacher but is concerned only with the knowledge and skill the candidate shows when tackling 
a subject. What most of us would like to know is what proportion of successes can be 
attributed to the various kinds of preparation now available to candidates. 

One feature, however, may be worth discussion. As an interim measure the Registration 
examination may be taken piecemeal in three groups. If the concession goes as far as that, is 
there any real objection to the taking of the six parts individually ? The groups are not pairs ; 
they cannot be so, except in the doubtful case of classification and cataloguing. At present we 
have the condition that Literary History and Library Administration are paired with the 
occasional result that the candidate who passes in one of these and fails in the other is 
compelled, unless the pass is of quality, to take both subjects again. In this difficult time, when 
qualified librarians are fewer than they should be, is this a waste of time ? The reply that, if 
subjects are taken singly, there will be intensive swatting is surely untenable ? Is there not 
infinitely more of it and of brain-wear in getting up several subjects at a time ? 

* * * * * * 

Our public library readers will have noted that henceforth men called up for national 
service must live on their service pay and that the local authority will no longer be able to make 
up their civil pay. Of course, the circumstances differ considerably from those prevailing 
during the war ; the present conscripts are very young men, mostly, we hope, without onerous 
personal burdens to bear. To all who go we wish good fortune and the privilege, when they 
return, of the programme the L.A. envisages for the normal assistant—a year at a library school 


and then reinstatement, with their Registration Examination achieved, in their own Libraries. 


\ meeting of the London and Home Counties Branch will be held at the London Library, 
St. James’ Square, at 6 p.m., on Wednesday, O&tober 22nd. The speaker will be Mr. K. C. 
Harrison, M.B.E., F.L.A., of Hove, and his subject will be ‘ Classification, Display and 
Dr. Savage.” 
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We are much gratified by the re-appearance in numbers of Annual Reports of libraries. 
The lessons taught by the progressive libraries before the war have been well-learned and 
several town systems, which did not make an impressive show in this direction before the war, 
have now put forth accounts quite attractively written and produced. Their scope and methods 
we review on other pages, but it is desirable that encouragement be given to every librarian 
to produce—annually, for it is a poor library that makes nothing worth record in a year—a 
pamphlet, illustrated, terse, attractive, which brings to the notice of his public what his library 
contains, does, and costs. It is especially necessary now, when there are only too many 
prophecies of lean days to come. 

* * * * 


Our readers will rejoice with us that Mr. H. M. Cashmore, who for so many weeks has 
been in University College Hospital and has undergone severe surgical treatment, is now again 
in Birmingham, recovered, and well on the way to complete restoration. He has never spared 
time, health, and his unusual capacities in the interests of libraries in the widest sense and of 
librarians collectively and as individuals. We hope that he will now think sometimes of himself, 
so that our selfish desire to have his aétive work and counsel for many years to come may be 
fulfilled. The conferment of the title of Emeritus Librarian of the City of Birmingham, 
recently announced, gives pleasure even greater to his friends than the very great pleasure 
we are sure it must give to him. 

* * * * * 


In the Croydon Reader’s Index for O&ober— December, Mr. Berwick Sayers writes that he 
is handing over its editing, which he has done since 1915, to the capable hands of his successor, 
Mr. Henry A. Sharp. This bulletin will begin its fiftieth volume of uninterrupted publication 
in January. Has any other library ‘‘ house” magazine in this country survived so long? In 
the issue under notice Mr. Sayers has produced, at the request of his Committee, a statement of 
The Province and Purpose of the Public Library,a paragraph or two of which we print below, 
as showing how intimately a busy librarian may conneét with his libraries the cultural 
agencies in his town. 

To provide information, to know their books, and to invite readers to seek their guidance, 
librarians always regard as their duty ; indeed, assisting readers is the most pleasurable part 
of their work. It is one, too, for which they are specially trained in all librarianship courses. 
They have established reading circles, library talks, exhibitions, story hours for children, 
musical recitals, and have also encouraged to meet in the libraries—or at least to work in 
complete harmony with them—such organizations as the National Home Reading Union, 
the Workers’ Educational Association, the University Extension movement, and similar 
bodies. In Croydon your Chief Librarian holds the view that he should endeavour to link 
every noteworthy society in the town with the library, in the effort to make it the centre of the 
cultural aétivities, especially the non-formal ones, of the borough. He holds (unsought) the 
offices of President of The Croydon Contemporary Arts Group, and of The South Norwood 
Social Centre ; Chairman of The Writers’ Circle, The Croydon Music Club, The Croydon 
Players; Vice-President of The Croydon Philharmonic Society, The Croydon Symphony 
Orchestra, The Croydon Gramophone Society, The Croydon and Distriét Theatre Guild, and 
The Workers’ Educational Association; and is a member of The Chamber of Commerce, 
The Croydon Rotary Club, and the Council of The Surrey Archaeological Society ; he is also 
Librarian of The Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society. It is probable that in electing 
him these bodies recognize in the Libraries the institution where all their arts are represented. 

Much of the lecture work has now come into the province of the education committee 
by the Education Act of 1944, but a librarian may be allowed to claim that this work has been 
done by the libraries, at any rate in Croydon, since 1898. There has been, however, a special 
intention in all the library talks and other activities mentioned, apart from formal courses of 
lectures. This was solely to induce readers to follow up the subjects by immediate reading of 
the books provided on them ; they were never an end in themselves. Such book talks must, I 
think, always be a desirable feature of the work of the libraries. —From The Province and Purpose 
of the Public Library, a Statement made to the Croydon public by W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
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Let’s Have a Professional Association 
By Ernest A. SAVAGE 

Arrer the Cambridge Conference, and while we were waiting for the train to the north, the 

late Sir William Davy, a delegate from Manchester, told me that he couldn’t understand why 

librarians hadn’t a professional society. ‘‘ It was a great mistake not to have one,” he said. At 

another time, either before or after the Cambridge meeting, he spoke to me to the same effect. 

A casual remark of the kind, however sincerely expressed, and Sir William was 
undoubtedly sincere, wasn’t enough to convince me. I had accepted the L.A., as one does 
accept old-established institutions. Besides, Jast stood firm for a mixed association, and I had 
long been under his influence. So I paid little conscious attention to Sir William. Perhaps, 
too, I was influenced by the fact that he was a strong party man (he was a Labourite, and I have 
a dim memory, which may be wrong, that he was the first Labour Lord Mayor of Manchester) 
and I always had a dislike of political partisans. But his was the sort of remark which links 
together hitherto unrelated memories, and which pricks one to notice things in future, and it 
thus obtained a lodgment in my mind. 

Why had authority members been welcomed to our meetings in the first place ? In the 
early days of the library movement we sought all the help we could get. We wanted it. We 
thought authority members were well able to give it. Now, | have some doubt whether we 
were right or not. We might have done better without them. We were foolish enough to 
entrust the leadership of our campaign to abolish the rate limit to an authority member who 
in faét cared little whether he succeeded or not, and whose main activity was to lecture us at 
every Annual Meeting on our negleé to help ourselves! In Government offices he was so 
taétless that he did our cause plentiful harm. John Burns, at one time President of the Local 
Government Board, refused to see “ that man” again. ‘‘ That man” had no part or lot in 
helping us to remove the limit. The job was done, and done quickly, by librarians when we 
had enough sense to ask and allow them to do it. We learned all too slowly that experts in 
Government offices prefer to deal with experts in local government offices rather than with 
town councillors. We have not yet learned that our progress would be quicker if we 
‘ nobbled ” these experts instead of dancing attendance on their ministerial puppets. 

Looking back, I see now that we got negligible support from authority members. We 
paid a heavy price for it. That grandmotherly aldermen scolded us from time to time for 
circulating ‘‘ doubtful” novels, and doing or not doing other things, meant only a little 
endurance. It did matter that we were never free to discuss salaries and conditions of service. 
Once refer in a meeting: to salaries, and there was a shocked silence, like that which follows a 
loud snore during the sermon. It did matter that authority members were often lobbied at 
meetings when their authorities were about to make appointments. It did matter that young 
librarians were often muzzled by fear of offending authority members who sometime might 
have the appointment to jobs which they would like to win. 

Somewhat perfunctorily, even automatically, I did begin to notice, or to pay more 
attention, to concurrent happenings which gave point to Sir William’s remark. While 
Honorary Secretary (I was in that position at the Cambridge meeting) I had brought to my 
notice about a dozen cases of uncomfortable relations between librarians and authority members. 
. Two examples are given on p. 246 of my book, The Librarian and His Committee, and one of 
them has connection with the L.A. Of the dozen or so cases five had such conneétion. Here I 
have space to notice only one. At a conference a chairman of Committee told me, in a formal 
interview, that “ his ” librarian wanted to run “ his ” (the chairman’s) library “ on his own.” 
He suggested that the L.A. make rules fixing the subordination of librarians to committee 
chairmen. I replied sharply that the library wasn’t “ his,” that he was only the chairman, not 
librarian. The library belonged to the town; the librarian’s duty was to the town. I also told 
him he had a good librarian and he and his committee would have a better library service if 
they followed their expert’s advice instead of hampering him. He was annoyed. I was a 
librarian myself, he said, and therefore bound to take a librarian’s point of view. But in 
Ratanswill 4e was going to be boss. I retorted that I thought it my duty to pass his criticisms 
on to “ his” librarian. And I did. Technically my aétion was quite wrong. What right had 
an L.A. official to decide between two members with equal privileges, to take sides even with 
a fellow professional against a committeeman? None. But my sympathies were with my 
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fellow professional. I have had to listen to criticisms of L.A. councillor against L.A. councillor: 
once by an authority member against his librarian, and once by a librarian against his authority 
member. These episodes were not pleasant. 

I began to notice other things. As Honorary Secretary I thought it my duty to attend 
sectional meetings. It was observable that librarians in the Assistants section (which had no 
authority members) and the University and County Libraries seétions (which were attended by 
few or no authority members) had greater freedom of speech than librarians in the general 
sessions, and especially in the Annual Business Meeting. At all the genera/ public meetings 
talkative committeemen blethered away time which might have been more profitably used by 
those who knew what they were talking about. I remember some distressing meetings. I 
came particularly to dislike, even to hate, the way in which librarians were tagged about at 
conferences by authority members ; it seemed rather shameful that professional men should 
thus be led to play poodle. A mixed association, I began to see, encouraged sycophancy. 
Chiefs of big authorities are “‘ tough ” enough to stand up to committeemen, though I could 
give examples of their failure to do so. But certainly, with few exceptions, librarians of the 
smaller and middle authorities are dominated by their authority members in attendance at our 
meetings. When a librarian was not on an authority member’s leash it was plain that he was 
a freer man than when he was. Moreover, time and again, librarians got up in meetings, and 
said that they were not empowered to commit their authorities to a proposal before the 
meeting. 

Always I detested the way our librarian Councillors wangled nominations of their 
authority members to the Council. On the other hand I remember one librarian who was 
horrified when his chairman was put up, and he soon had him put down; but even this 
incident illustrated the fear of losing freedom of aétion. 

Slowly but steadily I changed my views. I came to feel that authority members had to go, 
or that we should have a professional body within the L.A. Then the war came. My retirement 
was near. Fora time my interest waned. And at any rate nothing could be done then, for the 
Council ceased to be during the war, and annual meetings were suspended. But lately my 
thoughts have turned much on this question. It is, I feel, a live issue. If I could get nothing 
better | would accept a professional body within the L.A. But I prefer, much preter, that the 
L.A. should be a body consisting wholly of independent librarians and bibliographers. 

The day of the librarian as poodle must end. In any case the authority member has 
outlived what little influence he had. The present Government is stripping town councils of 
most of their authority. ° 

When we found it impossible to elect authority members to our Council by member 
vote, instead of by nomination, we should have seen where we had landed ourselves. Now we 
have a librarian-dominated Council which must every year face a conference dominated by 
authority members, who have, at any rate, a representation in far larger proportion than that 
they have on our Council, and have besides most of the librarians present on leash. This fact 
is being used as an excuse to free our Council from any control by the Annual Business Meeting. \t the 
Council does become absolute, then the Conference will cease to be our parliament: it will 
become only a beanfeast. 

And continually we weaken the representation of authorities on our Council. We take 
care not to re-nominate any authority representative who does not fall in with our views. To 
be honest we should form an authority members’ section within the L.A., and give them 
elected sectional representation on our Council—or we should end our conneétion with them 
altogether. I say end, not mend. We ought no longer to be almost the only profession 
without an association of our own. We must be free. The sooner the better. 

Several questions arise. What would the effect on the L.A. finances be if the separation 
took place ? Would librarians be allowed to attend conferences if authorities didn’t belong to 
the L.A. ? How is separation to be brought about ? 

The loss of income would be small. There might be no loss. Libraries would still have 
to subseribe to the Record, the price of which could be fixed to compensate for any loss of 
membership. But if there were a small loss, better that if we gain a freedom of action we have 
never had. 

\s it is already the practice of authorities to pay the expenses of their officers attending 
conferences of purely professional bodies, they could not make an exception of librarians. 
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How to bring about the separation calls for more consideration. If a blunt proposal is 
made, without preparation, to the Annual Business Meeting few librarians attending will be 
free to vote as they wish. Yet the separation, undertaken with tact, will be quite easy to 
achieve. With good management I should feel certain of success. No decent committee—here 
1 am thinking of committees in session rather than of individual committeemen—would 
withhold sympathy if we told them that we had no professional society ; that when every 
profession and trade has its own we must have ours. Such is the argument we ought to use 
locally at first and later at the Annual Meeting. In any case no authority member could object 
reasonably to a secret ballot of members to decide the question. Such a ballot we ought to 
have without delay. Of the result I should have no doubt whatever. 


Account of an Exhibition 
By Haro.p F.L.A. (the Southfields Library, Leicester) 

SomE time ago we held an exhibition of handicrafts in the Southfields Library, Leicester, 
which has a number of points of interest. Costs were negligible, the exhibition had an appeal 
for almost everyone, it was topical, and the results were surprisingly good. Emphasis was 
on the simple type of craft where few tools were needed and waste material could be used 
to advantage. Furthermore, it was hoped to attract the interest of young people, and a special 
approach was made to them in the type of subject covered. After some special purchases had 
been made, upwards of two hundred books were assembled from the stock of the Library, 
covering a wide range of topics and suitable for all ages. 

The next step was the assembling of articles for exhibition. A meeting was arranged 
between representatives of senior schools and evening institutes in the locality and the librarian, 
where the whole matter was discussed fully. In order to link up the exhibition with the 
Library as closely as possible, it was decided to make all articles specially for display, and to 
make them as far as possible from the actual books in the Library. Some two months prior 
to the opening date, books needed for classes were dispatched to the schools and institutes 
and work commenced. Close contact throughout this period was maintained with the Library, 
and a few more books were purchased as a result of further ideas for exhibits. Topics 
ultimately covered included the following: woodwork, metalwork, toy-making, home 
experiments, knitting, dressmaking, rugmaking, model railways, ships and aeroplanes, needle- 
work, embroidery, basketmaking, canework, leatherwork, bookbinding, raffia work, paper 
work and puppetry. 

The question of layout presented a few problems. The room chosen had to be supervised 
properly and the intimate atmosphere of the exhibition preserved. It was felt that the usual 
paraphernalia of exhibitions such as special display stands, lighting effects, etc., would be out 
of tune with our purpose and the type of article to be displayed. Many of the exhibits were 
made by children of eleven and twelve years of age and it would have been unfortunate if 
they had been overshadowed by the display apparatus. Ordinary tables and stands were 
therefore used, and the articles grouped on them according to ages and subjects. Larger 
articles were placed on the floor, amongst them being a puppet theatre, complete with scenery 
and players. Wherever possible, and this occurred in approximately seventy-five per cent. 
of cases, the article and the book which had been consulted, open at the appropriate page, 
were placed side by side. In the centre of the room a large stand contained the balance of the 
Library’s stock of handicrafts. On a number of evenings, the puppet theatre was transferred 
to the leéture hall and local children gave shows to packed audiences. Supervision was under- 
taken by the staff of the Library during the day, and in the events senior students were posted 
to each group of exhibits to act in the capacity of monitors. In addition, a school teacher or 
librarian was in general charge of the room after 5 p.m. to give advice and furnish further 
particulars to the many enquirers. 

The major item of publicity was an 8-page reading list with a cover printed in two colours, 
and the cost of this, approximately £10, was borne by the Library. Announcements were 
made in the schools and of course in all libraries. Local societies were notified, and the reading 
list, which contained a reference to the exhibition, was distributed widely. An informal open- 
ing ceremony was held to which were invited the organisers of the exhibition, members of 
the general public, selected school classes, and representatives of the local press. The women’s 
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columnists of the two evening newspapers and the weekly journal received special invitations 
as it was felt that the exhibition was their particular province. An interval for tea after the 
ceremony provided a good opportunity to give further details of the event. Press reports 
and illustrations were excellent and did much to ensure the success of the exhibition. Note- 

worthy was the attention paid to the relations between the Library and the schools, one writer 
describing the exhibition as a “ striking example of the value of co-operation between different 
educational agencies and the cultural possibilities of the public library.” 

As has been said, costs were negligible, the main item being the {10 spent on the reading 
list. Material for handicrafts in schools today are not plentiful and emphasis all through was 
laid on waste fabric, wood, etc. All posters were done in the Library and schools, and even 
though a number of books was purchased specially, issues since then have fully justified the 
small cost involved. No extra fittings were used for the display of the articles, and although a 
great amount ‘of work was necessary, it was all done by voluntary labour. It is difficult to 
see how much cheaper the affair could have been managed. 

Results surprised even the organisers. The exhibition was held about a month prior to 
Christmas and it was expeéted that interest would be marked. Even so the appeal to the 
ordinary residents of the distriét was extraordinary. During the week in which the exhibition 
was open, an average of one thousand people visited it each day, this in a medium-sized room 
fairly well filled with exhibits. Fortunately the evenings were eased a little by visits of classes 
from the schools during the day-time, but nevertheless, the room became uncomfortably 
crowded in the evenings. Strangely enough, few of the books were reserved during the 
exhibition, but after their transfer to the Library they were in great demand. Statistics were 
kept for two months, and during that time over eight hundred were issued. Naturally enough, 
books on woodwork, toy-making, etc., were most popular, but a marked increase in issues 
was noted amongst such subjects as puppetry, paper-cutting, basketry, ruagmaking and metal- 
work. It has been evident, too, that interest has been maintained although we have ceased to 
keep special statistics, and a recent development—and a very healthy one—has been the 
organizing of new classes in the institutes in a number of handicrafts not normally very 


popular. 
Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

I am, as you will see, if you look at the name subscribed to this letter, an intervener in 
your correspondence. [ am told that the Letters on Our Affairs are the most-read of library 
writings, or did I read it somewhere ? It was this that tempted me to address you with the 
question in my mind: Can a librarian write on his craft with enough skill to attraét readers ? 
He deals with the reading of others ; can he make himself readable ? For, mark you, the sole 
literary effort of some of us is our Annual Report. What have we to write about ? Do you 
know any librarian with a Pepysian flair who can take the light and shade of a department and 
translate them as a live, palpitating thing into words ? Don’t you think the day of the formal 
report :—* Gentlemen, I submit the Annual Report for the year ending March 318t, 1947. 
\ marked increase in the use, etc.”—don’t you think that is over ? But how should we write 
so as to be sparkling and, at the same time, not inane ? Suppose we began :—*‘ The paragraphs 
that follow and the figures (which because no one wants them as a rule, or can understand 
them if they do, are relegated to the appendix) show no appreciable advance in the intelligence 
of the public of Eatanswill ; in which respect that intelligence, of lack of it, corresponds with 
the state of the world’ "that is suspiciously like your own Style when in your most pontifical 
mood and would not be welcomed in these days of paper shortage. Or, why not :—‘ If 
intelligence is measured by the use of books, then are the citizens of Eatanswill intelligent 
almost beyond measure. They have abjured light fiction to the extent of three per cent. They 
use the reference department with a constancy, as yet unequalled (but we give no figures for 
this as so many factors enter into the interpretation of them and it is better, as a classic writer 
on librarianship has profoundly said, to have more service and fewer statistics)» ? Why not ? 
But is it alive? There used to be stock gambits and quotations. Recall how often Sir John 
Lubbock (later named Lord Avebury after certain stones on Salisbury Plain) burst out with— 

O for a book in a shady nook 
Either indoors or out— 
and the number of librarians who put that profound expression into their reports. Many 
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Herbert Jenkins 


Pioneer to the Past 
by CHARLES BREASTED 


The closely documented story of the 
life and achievements of the famous 
Egyptologist, James H. Breasted. 

With a Frontispiece. 15/- net 


A Sister for Susan 
by DALE COLLINS 
The wholly delightful companion volume 
to the story of Susan, the heroine of 
Utility Baby. 


Illustrated by Marie Little. 5/- net 


Garden Wisdom 
by MARION CRAN 


A charming anthology of garden phil- 
osophy that no gardener or lover of 
gardens should miss. 


Illustrated. 7/6 net 


Treasure Island 
by R. L. STEVENSON 
Fittingly the first to appear in Herbert 


Jenkins’ series of famous juvenile 
classics. 
Illustrated in full colour by Le Touche. 


8/6 net 


Angling Ways 


by E. MARSHALL HARDY 


Game & Gun: **A thoroughly practical 

and useful book.”’ 

Completely revised and enlarged edition. 
15/- net 


Trout of the Thames 


by A. EDWARD HOBBS 


This book, by a foremost exponent, 
provides an indispensable guide for all 
trout fishing enthusiasts. 


Illustrated. 6/- net 


They Met a Wizard 
by VERA BARCLAY 
The author of They Went to the Sea and 
the Jane stories has written another 
engrossing tale for children. Illustrated 
by Agnes Hoffet. 7/6 net 


Tadgy the Mystery 
Boy 
by NELSON DAVIS 


An adventure-detective story for boys 
and girls similar to The Secret of Rainbow 
Island. 

Illustrated by Mary Kendall Lee. 6/- net 


HERBERT JENKINS LIMITED — — 
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people do all their reading in winter and ‘‘ a book in a shady nook,” from now until May, 
makes no great appeal to them. Possibly it was used because reports are issued in summer as 
a rule. That opening sentence is surely the most difficult step in all writing. It gives the key 
to the sequence, if there is one. I knew a librarian who began with the Shakespearian :— 
“ * Nothing is good or bad but thinking makes it so.” Thus when we contemplate the extra- 
ordinary reading proclivities, almost amounting to gluttony for the actual, evinced by our 
readers in ——— ”; but his chairman revised it, and much that followed, ; no doubt 
justly. If we can begin right, we may continue so. Try again :—‘‘ Reader, there are many dull 
writings in the world. This may be the dullest but, have patience, and many things of intimate 
value to you personally, will emerge. The library touches your life at all points ” . . . we pause 
and ask if this is, in our own case, true and, concluding it is, continue, ‘‘ from the cradle to the 
crematorium.” That is, don’t you think an improvement on, a more up-to-minute version of, 
the overworked tail of our library steed ? Could we bring in some aphoristic truths such as, 
“if fewer people read and more thought, then would our over-thronged shelves be used to 
more productive purpose,” and would many know what we were talking about ? You see, 
Eratosthenes, I have no intention of attempting to answer my own questions. I send them to 
you; their contemplation may exorcise your own usual dullness. 

Yes, you will say, “‘ you are 

ILL-MANNERED ” 

and I accept the challenge gleefully. You are a generation behind (or before) me and manners 
are today merely a matter of convenience. I recall a young lady of the old years who said to me, 
“ When I thoroughly dislike people, I am absolutely sweet to them” ; my happier generation 
works conversely and we call a spade a spade. We know that every man is a juggins at some 
moments, if not most, of his career and librarians perhaps more than most men. Why ? 
Because he undertakes impossible things, to compass the universe of knowledge, and he 
often shouts that he is doing it, or his readers are through his ministrations, which is even 
more impossible. We say that the greatest quality a man can possess is the power to laugh at 
himself and the librarian, by the very nature of his life, ought to possess it in a greater degree 
than any man. So, when you fail in self-risibility, I feel it my duty to laugh a¢ you. Consider, 
too, that librarians have in general abandoned as a class ordinary courtesies towards one 
another. Read some of the letters they publish, actually publish, and look at what incited and 
excited them ? This freedom gets us somewhere, while mere politeness leaves us standing. 

I suppose we are good-hearted enough and when we become heated it is because of our 
enthusiasm for our own point of view. I leave it at that having, I fear, wandered some way 
from my own opening intention. Why do readers read Letters on Our Affairs ? The answer 
may be true that it is because they expect you to cross swords with someone they know and 
ought to respect. The speeches of Mr. Vyshinsky are more read, I venture to say, than those 
of any of our own politicians, because they slog someone or something we know, usually the 
English, and, being English, we enjoy it and equally enjoy our rejoinders. Can you give me 
any other reasons ? The faét is, I do read your Letters and shall do so. But I would like to 
know why I do it. 

APPELICON OF TEOs. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “* LerveRS ON Our AFFAIRS.’ 
—Editor, Tue Lrprary Wor.p. 


The weeding-out of war-books is now in progress—and is desirable if pursued with 
caution. Forty-odd years ago Duff Brown showed that from the Crimean War only Kinglake 
and perhaps two popular illustrated works then remained from “ the huge ” contemporary 
literature. So has it been, to a great extent, with both our twentieth-century wars. Derbyshire, 
in its concise annual report points out that the interest in large numbers of books of instruétion 
for the R.A.F., the N.F.S. and other service groups, has evaporated. So, too, have most of the 
political forecasts, often quite wrong, contemporary ‘* arm-chair ” histories and many official 
papers. The real history has yet to come. Care, however, should be exercised, especially in 
dealing with personal records by sailors, soldiers and airmen. These are the real raw material 
of such history. Incidentally, our major classifications have yet to produce adequate tables for 
the arrangement of our material. Dewey is quite inadequate. 
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BOOK AUCTION RECORDS 


A PRICED AND ANNOTATED ANNUAL RECORD OF 
LONDON, NEW YORK AND EDINBURGH 
RARE BOOK SALES 


NOW READY :—Vol. 41 (Season 1943 - 44) 
Price £2 2s. net 
NOW READY :;—Vol. 42 (Season 1944 - 45) 
Price 58s. 6d. net 
IN THE PRESS :—Vol. 43 (Season 1945-46), ready early in the new year 


Owing to paper shortage, the issue in Quarterly Parts is suspended until further notice 


HENRY STEVENS, SON & STILES 


(sole Proprietors and Publishers) 


39 GREAT RUSSELL STREET 


(Museum 0843) LONDON, W.C.1 


Selected Forthcoming Books 


GOD AND HIS FAMILY 
Derrick Cuthbert 
Based on a course of biblical lectures 
delivered at the Methodist Youth 
Department's Summer Schools in 1945, 
this book is intended specially for the 
guidance of workers among young 
people. Dy. 8vo. 12s. 6d. net 


CHRIST IS ALIVE 

G. R. Beasley-Murray 
The author re-examines the historical 
evidence for the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and draws out its implications for 
the common life of the man and woman in 
the world today. Cr. Bvo. 7s. 6d. net 


THE TOPICAL BIBLE CONCORDANCE 
Edited by D. M. Miller 

A handy companion to the Bible for ministers, 

missionaries and Christian workers. Scripture 

texts are arranged under subject headings for 

easy reference. Cr. 8vo. 5s. net 
LUTTERWORTH PRESS 

Sales Dept.: 4—12 Halliwick Court Parade 
Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


THE 


ARYAN PATH 


FOUNDED 1930, BOMBAY 


The magazine that gives the word “Aryan ”’ its 
true meaning of “noble’’, without other 
significance ; that shows the continuity of noble 
thought and effort, in both East and West, past 
and present; that deals with world affairs, 
religion, science, philosophy, and general 
culture, from the basis of universal values, 
without bias. It should be in every library. 


Vol. XVIII SEPTEMBER now on sale No. 9 
SHAKESPEARE, THE MASTER-BUILDER Thomson King 
THE DOG, THE FERRY-MAN AND THE —- 


han 
PARENTAL FEELING—IS IT LESS TODAY ? 
Elizabeth Cross 
BUDDHISM AND VEDANTA G. R. Malkani 
A PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY H. Goetz 
DARK CHAPTERS IN THE HISTORY OF THOUGHT 
G. Godwin. 


Annual Subscription, 12/- Single copies, 1/6 
SPECIAL DISCOUNT TERMS TO LIBRARIES 


17 Great Cumberland Place, LONDON, W.1 
PAD 0688 


oA 


g 
|_| 
. mal 
| 
| | 2 
| 
| 
| 


46 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Personal News 


Mr. J]. T. Shaw, A.L.A., Senior Assistant, 
has been promoted to the post of Deputy 
Direétor, Public Libraries, Museum and Art 
Gallery, Sunderland. 


Topicalities 
Edited by 


The Bulletin of the BENGAL Library Asso- 
ciation has re-appeared as a pamphlet of 68 
pages, with the hope that it will be 2 happy 
augury for the furtherance of the library move- 
ment in Bengal. Th Past President writes, 
“T hope my countrymen will be more and 
more library-minded and try their utmost to 
revitalise the libraries by converting them into 
busy centres pulsating with life for keeping 
aloft the torch of knowledge in every nook 
and corner of the province.” India, like our- 
selves, lamens the scarcity of paper, and 
financial difficulties. The last issue of the 
Bulle’-n was published in 1940. BRIGHTON 
Art Gallery held an exhibition in September 
of work by the late $8. Dennant Moss; and an 
exhibition of paintings by R. O. Dunlop, 
\.R.A.; Don Salvador de Madariaga delivered 
a public lecture on “ The Spirit of Europe.” 
BRISTOL has issued its list of public lectures, 
1947-48, and Mr. James Ross, the City 
Librarian, is to be congratulated on securing 
eminent lecturers such as Sir Richard 
Gregory, Naomi Royde-Smith, Professor 
W. McCausland Stewart, and others; Mr. 
Ross is to give “ The Story of Books: s00 
Years of Printing,” with lantern slides ; short 
lists of books recommended are included in 
the syllabus, a separate list of short biographi- 
cal notes of the lecturers is given, with one 
exception, that of Mr. Ross who omits it with 
his customary modesty. BURTON-UPON- 
TRENT’S Readers’ Handbook contains the 
usual features with a note stating that ‘ The 
provision of a Readers’ Adviser has proved 
very popular in the few months it has been in 
use. The Adviser is prepared to give help to 


anyone requiring assistance in the choice of 


books, needing bibliographical details, or 
requiring information on the Library Service.” 
We welcome the appearance from CANTER- 
BURY of ‘“* Good Books,” 
a quarterly bulletin edited by the City Librarian 
The Chairman in a Foreword 


and Curator. 
says it “‘ is sent out by the.. 


the first number of 


. Committee of 


the Council in the hope that it may assist 
readers generally in the selection of books that 
can be obtained from the Library and to show 
what other people are reading. . . . It will be 
mailed post free to a large number of readers 
and to any who may ask for it in future”; 
the articles in this illustrated brochure are 
interesting not only to natives of Canterbury 
but to others interested in English history ; 
Mr. William Urry has written ‘‘ Home Guard 
for Canterbury, 1588” showing the prepara- 
tions to defend England against the threat of 
invasion; W. Jenkins describes the City 
as it must have appeared in Roman times ; 
there are nine photographs taken by Mr. A. 
Moody, Principal of the Canterbury College 
of Art, “ immediately after the blitz of June, 
1942, they were developed as bombs were 
dropping. Sealed owing to censorship and 
placed in the strong room of the Royal Museum 
for safety, they are now published for the first 
time”; Mr. Higenbottam is to be congratu- 
lated on his interesting produétion. Really 
excellent examples of catalogues of photo- 
graphic exhibitions have been received from 
CHESTERFIELD ; five exhibitions of photo- 
graphy and art were held from May to Sep- 
tember. In a representative colleétion of 
modern photography—the arrangement of 
the exhibits is admirable and to add to the 
interest some of the contributors have supplied 
personal notes. A short but quite useful guide 
to the FLEETWOOD library service is en- 
titled, ‘‘ Reading isn’t restricted ” ; it gives the 
addresses of the various libraries, hours of 
opening, etc. From FULHAM comes “ The 
Book Marker.’ HALIFAX has issued a 
useful little list, ‘‘ Some Stories about Animals, 
Birds and Insects for Young People.” HOVE 
has published ‘‘ Facts about Hove Public 
Library, Art Gallery and Museum”; Mr. 
Harrison, the Borough Librarian and Curator, 
writes, ‘“‘ Please read the rest of this folder. 
It will help you to make a fuller and better 
use of your library and museum service.’ 

The KENT County Library quarterly Book 
List, Summer, 1947, contains a selection of 
the new non-fiétion books, an excellent list, 
well produced, giving where necessary 
brief annotations also publishers’ names. 
LEICESTER reports the gift of a finely 
illustrated book, entitled, ‘‘ Geneva Watches 
and Enamels,” by Alfred Chapuis, presented 
by Messrs. Rolex Watch Company, Limited, 
Geneva; and lists of new books added. 


In the new SOUTHPORT Library Bulletin 
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is an article on “ Book Jackets,” by Vera M. 
Pollard, F.L.A. SWINTON AND PENDLE- 
BURY have issued some good reading lists 
again. These cover the ballet, the amateur 
Sage, photography and the cinema. In 
connection with the WIGAN _ September 
Centenary Celebrations, 1246-1946, a fine 
exhibition of documents and printed books 
was organised at the Libraries by Mr. Arthur J. 
Hawkes, F.L.A. Mr. Hawkes has also pub- 
lished an account of the ‘‘ Wigan Corporation 
Regalia.” 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 

Public Libraries.—Annual Report, 
1946-47. Librarian, Gilbert Berry, F.L.A. 
Population, 43,107. Income from Rate, 
£6,166. Total Stock (eSt.), 42,000. Addi- 
tions, 4,287. Withdrawals, 4,659. Total 
Issues, 425,701. Borrowers (eSt.), 14,174. 
Branches, 2; 1 Travelling Library. 

Erith has here made a creditable departure from 
the conventional type of cover for their Report. It 
consists of four cyclostyled diagrams of books in 
progressive sizes showing at a glance the progress made 
in book circulation every decade since 1916, In the year 
being reviewed the figures were more than double 
those of 1936/7, and were the second highest total ever 
attained by the libraries. The aétual issue to adult 
readers reached the highest figure so far recorded in 
any one year. An encouraging feature of this progress 
is the continued steady increase in the proportion of 
more serious reading. Further improvements have been 
made to the Stock of the Reference Library, resulting in 
an increased use being made of this department. 
Limitation of space precludes any intensive activities 
among the children, but a number of experiments were 
carried out with excellent results. Exhibitions of new 
children’s books, and a special section of books for 
younger children were among the successful innova- 
tions. Parties of schoolchildren visited the Central 
Library for talks on the purpose and use of a public 
library. O&tober, 1946, saw the goth anniversary of the 
opening of the first public library in Erith. 
GATESHEAD Public Libraries.—6z2nd Annual 

Report, 1946-47. Borough Librarian, R. 
Lillie, F.L.A. Population, 124,545. Rate, 
sid. Income from Rate, £16,556. Total 
Stock, 115,053. Additions, 13,955. With- 
drawals, 8,213. Total Issues, 837,186. 
Borrowers, 31,756. Branches, 2; Delivery 
Stations, 5. 

The work of the Libraries has increased enormously 
during the past few years, so much so that the accom- 
modation at the Central Library is now taxed to its 
uttermost. The most urgent need is for administration 
offices, work rooms and Storage rooms, as at present 
these are confined to a badly lighted and ventilated 


| New Novels | 


TO HEAVEN 
| FANE LANE 


| “This novel about a tavern-keeper’s family 
| shows how the irrepressible Londoners stood 
up to {the dictatorship of Cromwell. Vivid 
with historical detail of the life and habits of 
the period.’—Sunday Express. 1os. 6d. net, 


EMBERS 
FRANK BAKER 


‘Frank Baker is a novelist of great gifts—and 
he uses them.’—~John Betjeman, Daily Herald. 


‘For me it is pure magic. I commend it with 
interest to you.’—Sunday Chronicle. 7s. 6d. net. 


ANDREW DAKERS LIMITED 


basement. The Reference Library is working under 
very congested conditions, while the extension of the 
Juvenile Library is long overdue. A le€ture room is 
also badly needed. Under these conditions it is great 
credit to the Librarian and his Staff that such an excellent 
service is maintained. Book circulation in the past year 
fell slightly below the total for the previous year, owing 
entirely to a falling off of borrowing from the school 
libraries. The opening of a part-time branch, the 
Saltwell Library, was one of the outstanding events of 
the vear, and has fully justified its establishment. After 
serving the Libraries for 49 years Mr. ‘T. Hedley, the 
Deputy Librarian, retires in Oétober of this year. 
During the year the Gateshead Library Record revived 
publication. 


Hornsey Public Libraries.— 48th Annual 
Report, 1946-1947. Borough Librarian, W. 
B. Stevenson, F.L.A. Total Stock, 119,049. 
Additions, 14,561. Withdrawals, 2,587. 
Total Issues, 791,889. Borrowers, 21,847. 
Branches, 3. 

In a year of excellent service, the most notable 
feature was the increased demand for technical and 
scientific books. This demand has been happily 
met through the policy of the Committee in strengthen- 
ing subjeéts in greatest demand and generally bringing 
the Stock up to date. Many new subjeéts have been 
included in the additions. Book circulation on the 
aggregate was,.far in advance of the previous year, 
showing an increase of 74,578. Issues of non-fiétional 
works were more than double those of two years ago. 
In view of the distance of some parts of the Borough 
from any of the libraries, the Committee resolved on 
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the provision of a travelling library, which is to be 
put into commission as soon as it is ready. A very 
successful Children’s Book Week was held, when over 
1,200 schoolchildren were brought to the Central 
Library for leétures and talks. The evident enjoyment, 


and interest of the boys and girls, satisfied the Staff 


that their efforts were well rewarded. The shortage 

of meeting rooms in the locality led the Committee 

to rearrange the reading rooms at three of the libraries 

and make them available for leétures and meetings at 

any time. A local Literary Circle has been formed. 

Morey Public Libraries.—Annual Report, 
1946-1947. Librarian, Miss E. A. Water- 
house, F.L.A. Population, 39,625. Rate, 
5.3d. Total Stock, 27,847. Additions, 
2,532. Withdrawals, 1,675. Total Issues, 
247,932. Borrower’s Tickets in use, 11,221. 
1 Branch. 4 Delivery Stations. 

The newly established branch library at Tingley 
is mainly responsible for a big increase in the aggregate 
circulation of books in the year here reviewed. Over 
10,000 more issues were recorded than in the previous 
year. The new library, although not yet furnished in 
the desired manner, was an immediate success and 
took some‘ of the pressure off the Central Library, 
where a slight decrease in issues occurred. The decrease 
was almost entirely in the fiction and juvenile classes, 
as all but one of the other classes returned increased 
usage. Plans are well advanced for the provision of a 
branch library to take the place of the present delivery 
Station at Drighlington. It is hoped that this new 
addition to the system will be ready for occupation 
during the coming year. A branch of the Association 
of Yorkshire Bookmen has been formed at the Central 
Library, where monthly leétures have been given. ‘The 
Branch has already a membership of 137. 


Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL 
BarTON (Mary Neill) Reference Books. Illus. 
Baltimore, U.S.A., Enoch Pratt Free Library. 
75 cts. 

\ brief guide for users of the Enoch Pratt Library. 
Mostly quick reference works are annotated here, but 
no indication is given whether they are on the open 
shelves in the Reading Room or not. 


Boox-Auction Recorps. Vol. 42, 1944-45. 
Ed. and Pub. by Henry Stevens, Son & 
Stiles. {2 18s. 6d. net. 

We are pleased to welcome another volume of the 
booksellers’ and librarians’ best friend. Vol. 42 brings 
us up to the conclusion of the sale year 1944-4§. It 
contains nearly 15,000 records, and in addition has a 
useful glossary of “* Points “and an index of works 
listed under various Presses. 

BookseELLers’ HANpDBOoK. Ed., Robert M. 
Holbrow. National Newsagent. 5s. od. net. 

\ most useful reference book. Intended for book 
sellers, it will be found that librarians will place it on 
their own reference shelves if for nothing else then for 
the classitied list of publishers and their specialities. 


Press Guipe. 1947. Willings. 
12s. 6d. net. 
Many new entrics occur in the latest issue of 
“ Willing’s.”” Over 30 extra pages in the main body 
of the work have had to be used to accommodate these 
new titles. For the rest all the seétions are the same as in 
previous issues but with all the information brought 
up to date. 
GENERAL 
Amery (The Rt. Hon. L. S.) Thoughts on the 
Constitution. Oxford Univ. Press. 8s. 6d. net. 
Mr. Amery, as one of the leading statesmen of the 
Conservative Party, has naturally been very closely in 
touch with the recent tendencies of the Governments 
of the British Dominions and Dependencies. His 
le&tures given under the auspices of All Souls College, 
Oxford, contain a critical examination of National and 
Commonwealth business, and suggest a series of reforms 
which in his opinion would preserve the authority of 
Parliament and at the same time lighten the burdens 
now laid upon the shoulders of ministers and members, 


BricGcs (Martin S.) Men of Taste. Col. illus. 


Batsford. 15s. od. net. 

From Rameses I] to John Ruskin and William 
Morris seems a far cry, but in this ambitious work the 
author has depiéted the outstanding influence of the 
patrons of the arts throughout the centuries. Every 
page thrills the reader with the wonders of the past and 
the development of beauty carried on through the 
instigation of master-minds. Twenty-five biographies 
of those who have helped and influenced famous 
painters and architeéts are included. The illustrations 
are worthy of the subjeét and the whole forms an 
interesting and valuable guide to the importance of 
patrons and their influence on the work of their 
successors. 

Cuina. Ed. by Harley Farnsworth MacNair. 
Illus. Univ. of California Press and Cam- 
bridge University Press. {1 16s. os. net. 

The editor is Professor of Far Eastern History and 
Institutions in the University of Chicago, and has been 
helped by a number of experts on Chinese matters, 
ancient and modern. The book is one of a series 
* dedicated to the task of mutual understanding among 
the Allies of the Second World War and to the 
achievement of successful co-operation in the peace.” 
Chapters are written on the moulding forces of China ; 
dominant ideas; Chinese society; the Republic; 
Social revolution; International relations; Chinese 
thought; Folk religion; Confucianism. Taoism; 
Buddhism ; Christianity ; Art, Architeéture ; Drama; 
Literature ; Education, etc., etc. A seleé& bibliography 
of 14 pages and a full index are provided. This excellent 
book, which should have a place in public libraries, 
is dedicated “To the memory of Sun Yat-Sen the 
Idealist and to Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek the 
statesman and to the geniuses and the blue-clad 
‘common people * who through the ages have created 
the greatness which is China.” One of the maps shows 
occupied and unoccupied China in January, 1945. The 
original of the Chinese national anthem is given, with 
a translation. The book is beautifully produced and 
Strongly bound. 

Cooper (W. Heaton) The Hills of Lakeland. 
Col. illus. Fredk. Warne. {1 5s. od. net. 

Librarians will welcome this Library edition of an 
important work first issued in 1938, It presents in the 
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most charming form the beautifyl features of the hill- 
tops of Lakeland. Not only those who are acquainted 
with one of the most lovely distriés in England, but all 
those who have not yet enjoyed this privilege will 
revel in this attraétive volume with its artistic colour 
plates and its peace-provoking monochromes in grey. 
Surely in these pages the fortunate reader will be 
enabled to throw off the cares of the war-stricken world 
and to snatch some hours of restfulness and content- 
ment. 
Dorr (George) Early Scottish Wagonways. 
Illus. St. Margaret’s Technical Press. 


2s. 6d. 

\n interesting account of the pre-passenger 
railways built in conneétion with Scottish collicries. 
rhe first, apparently, was the Tranent—Cockenzie line, 
laid down in 1722 by the York Building Co. The 
author gives full particulars of a number of these mine 
wagonways with maps and other illustrations. 


Durron (Ralph) and Ho_pEn (Lord) The Land 
of France. Col. illus. Batsford. 12s. 6d. net. 
Now in its second edition, having been originally 
published in 1939, this volume is a beautiful produétion. 
The authors have ignored the Baedeker style of hand- 
book, and tell the reader what places they have liked 
and what has interested them most in history, food, 
individuals, monuments, etc. The authors display great 
taste in their seleétion of photographs of buildings. 
Raymond Mortimer has written a foreword. The maps 
are the end-papers and there is a full index. 
Epwarps-Rees (Désirée) Christianity and 
Adolescence. Religious Education Press. 


4s. od. net. 

Intended as a book for Club leaders, it deals with 
the attitude of the members towards life in veneral, 
expounds their views on work, amusements, and 
proceeds to discuss manners, marriage and Christian 
conduét in general. A book which is specially intended 
to help the adolescent, but is none the less applicable 
to the older reader’s needs. It forms the completion of 
the author's Trilogy. 

Fairey (Barker) A Study of Goethe. Claren- 
don Press. 15s. od. net. 

The author was dissatisfied with the biographies 
of Goethe and has tried to deal with his life in a fuller 
manner. For readers who have littke German or none, 
Mr. Fairley has presented in English the clue or para- 
phrase to the German quotations beforehand. Goethe's 
original spelling and punétuation have been followed. 
The parts played in his earlier years by Charlotte von 
Stein and his love of Italy are considered. Goethe tells 
us that in his long progress towards the truth he never 
quite reached the end, and could not foresee the time 
when he could. An examination is given of his chief 
works and especially Faust, showing that Goethe was a 
modern man confronted with modern problems. The 
index is full. 

Foster (John) What are the Churches Doing ? 
Religious Education Press. 5s. od. 

The question in the title has occurred to many 
thousands lately and it is refreshing to get an answer to 
it, even though it may not completely satisfy. The 
author has already broadcast his views to several 
millions of people and he avers that the Church is 
making a great contribution to the rebuilding of life 
after the war. So be it! May the reader have faith ! 


(Geoffrey) Mona Inglesby. 
Illus. Vawser & Wiles. 8s. 6d. net. 


In these days when choreography, and the ballet 
generally, take front rank among enthusiasts, a mono- 
graph featuring one of the finest exponents of both arts 
is to be welcomed. Mr. Handley-Taylor is well qualified 
to write of Italian ballet and national dancing in several 
other countrics, and he has done full justice to the 
subjeét in hand. Miss Inglesby was born in London of 
an English mother and a Dutch father, and her first 
enthusiasm was, oddly enough, for horsemanship. But 
at an early age her tastes turned to dancing, and after 
years of work she reached the high position in which 
she now Stands. Good illustration is essential to a book 
of this charaéter, and this volume is replete with the 
most excellent pictures. 


HEIDGERKEN (Loretta E.) Teaching in Schools 
of Nursing. Lippincott. 24s. od. net. 


Composed of six Units, the first two of the work 
under notice define the Teaching-Learning situation in 
Schools of Nursing, with the aims and objeés of 
Philosophy, brought out in a very praétical manner. 
The direétion, planning and organization of Nursing is 
examined in great detail in the Third Unit giving the 
value of Question and review with discussion methods. 
Unit Four is devoted to the v arious methods of Teaching, 
while in Unit Five Audio-Visual Aids are examined in 
great detail. Finally the problem of Evaluation and 
measurement are presented with some basic principles. 


Greatest Kooteohop \ 
MANAGER : 0.€- JLLENDEN. | 

119-125 CHARING CROSS RD” 

LONDON WC2 

Gerrard 5660 (16 lines ) 


Howe, (Edward) Escape to Live. Portrait 
by Eric Kennington. Longmans, Green. 
8s. 6d. net. 

There is more in this Story of the horrors of war 
than appears on the surface. The author, a Wing 
Commander, describes the battles in Crete in which he 
was seriously wounded and taken prisoner. For months 
he lay at Athens in hospital struggling back to life, and 
from there was removed to Dulag 183 in Salonica. The 
Story of his escape from prison is one long romance of 
danger and anxiety, but eventually he reached Turkey 
where he was comparatively safe. His extraordinary 
experiences taught him much about life, and in his short 
Epilogue he exhorts all who come after to fight for 
the freedom which comes only from within the soul. 


Jounson (Philip) How to make Camera 
Pictures. Illus. Fountain Press. 15s. od. 


net. 

Real “ pi¢ture-makers ’’ will value this work with 
its hints and inStruétions as to how to make a success 
of taking camera pittures from the beginning, how to 
choose the right camera, to mounting and display of 
the finished article. Between Chapters One to Fifteen 
lies the meat in the sandwich ; the art of photographing 
animals, flowers, landscapes, children and_ trees. 
Illustrations throughout give excellent examples of 
every sort of work, and the instructions as to times of 
exposure, suitable films and suchlike technical details 
are admirably and clearly given 
Lewis (Ronald T.) Successful Salesmanship. 

Illus. Southern Editorial Syndicate. 4s. 6d. 


net. 
Many young people, recently released from the 
Services and encouraged by the only too visible growth 
of mushroom businesses regard salesmanship (‘* the 


knivehthood of the road ” as it has been termed) as the 
only way to maintain a hich Standard of living without 
having to do very much for it. Mr. Lewis, who fully 


realises that the present sellers’ market will not last 
much longer, here points out that it is far from cas 
to earn £10,000 a year; and that this particular pro 
fession is no substitute for hard work. Many ex 
periences on both sides of the counter have fully 
qualified him to compile this book amusingly and in 
Struétively. In this he is aided by Mr. L. B. Martin's 
entertaining cartoons 
value to a great number of readers. 
Lynuam (Deryck) Ballet Then and Now. 

Illus. Sylvan Press. 25s. od. net. 

lhe history of the ballet has been traced from its 

bevinninus of the Italian Renaissance, with its 
technique and evolution. The spectacular and brilliant 
Diavheliv performances at the old Alhambra and 
Empire theatres are fully recorded. The illustrations 
number 61, and the book is tully annotated and indexed 
here is a limited edition of 3 copies at thirty 
shillinus net 
McCotvin (Lionel) How to Find Out. 

Cambridge University Press. 6s. od. net. 

This is a revised edition, re-written and brought 

up to date. It was originally published in 1933 and 
has lone been out-of-print. The same author's /lon 

use Books (6s. net) also first published in 1933, has 


been brought up to date, revised and re-written. Every 
public library would tind these volumes most useful. 
Members ot the Natt mal Book League receive a special 
discount. 


This will, no doubt, prove of 
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MACKENNA (F. Severne) Champion’s Bristol 
Porcelain. Illus. F. Lewis. £5 5s. od. net. 

In this monograph on Champion the author has 
made an exhaustive study of the output of the Plymouth 
and Bristol Porcelain faétorics from the middle of the 
eighteenth century to its close. No praise of this 
beautifully-produced work can be too fulsome. The 
paper is handmade, the binding is strong buckram, there 
are nine full-page colour plates and ninety-four repro- 
duétions in black and white. These are bound in 
together after the index, giving full facilities for a 
comparison of Style and design. They have printed 
notes beneath, giving size, marks, (if any) and the 
colleétion in which they are to be found. Bodies and 
Glazes are described, an analysis of the ware is given 
and its artistic value computed. In his chapter on 
Marks, the author provides many useful hints for the 
expert colleétor. Indeed, the whole work is addressed 
to art lovers and will appeal indubitably, not only to 
those for whom it was originally intended, but to 
everyone who in these sordid days of Struggle for bare 
existence can devote time and mind to contemplation 
of one of the most precious and beautiful crafts of 
earlier days. Only 500 copies exist of this edition, and 
should another be called tor, which is to be hoped, it 
might be possible to correét the error in pagination 
which unfortunately occurs in the index. There is a 
short but useful bibliography. 


Marsu (Edith L.) Nursing Care in Chronic 
Diseases. Illus. Lippincott. 18s. od. net. 


By the Superintendent of the Cuyahoga County 
Nursing Home, Cleveland, Ohio. Little has been 
written on the nursing care of the chronic patient and 
the author has produced a most valuable book on the 
subject. She has endeavoured to make the rehabilitation 
of the “ hopeless "’ patient as necessary as in the case 
of the acute case and shows a deep sympathy for the 
patient. She has studied hard and has graduated from 
the Western Reserve University Hospital of Anesthesia 
and completed the prescribed course of Study at 
Edinburgh University. Chapters deal with the mentally 
disturbed patient, dict and nutrition, heart disease, ete. 
\n excellent book on nursing literature. 
SACKVILLE-W Est (V.) Nursery Rhymes. Drop- 

more Press. {2 12s. 6d. net. 

Miss Sackville-West is to be congratulated on the 
manner in which her publishers have produced her 
delightful essay on Nursery Rhymes ; always a popular 
subject. Here are stories of the old favourites, Jack and 
Jill, Old Mother Hubbard, Dick Whittington’s Cat and 
Hey Diddle Diddle—to mention a few—all attired in 
charming guise, the fourth of the well-known series of 
Dropmore Essays, set in 16 point Monotype Bembo, 
printed on a hand press on Portals hand-made paper 
and bound by Evans of Croydon. There are only s00 
copies in existence, Nos 1—25 are specially bound and 
signed by the author ar five guineas net. 


SuosrakovicH (D.) and others. Russian 
Symphony. Thoughts about Tchaikovsky. 
New York, Philosophical Library. $3.75. 

Many leading contemporary Soviet musicians and 
composers under the leadership of Dimitri Shostakovich 
have collaborated in the production of this interesting 
volume. Their thoughts and impressions of Russia’s 
most influential musical mind, make this a valuable 
work of musical criticism. The operas, Symphonies, 

Ballets and Chamber music are made the obje& of 
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separate Studies and Ksenia Davidova contributes 

a chapter on “ The Archives of the Tchaikovsky 

Museum.”” extensive index of Tchaikovsky’s 

musica! and literary works is included. 

Wicram (W. A.) Hellenic Travel. Illus. 
Faber & Faber. 15s. od. net. 

\rmchair travelling will for ever have its 
attractions, and since a journey to Greece is still a future 
hope, this guide to the many interesting places of that 
country will be doubly welcome. The author has shown 
an exaggerated modesty in naming his fascinating travel 
book a mere guide, which gives the reader a mistaken 
idea of timetables, Stations, hotels and the other less 
pleasing necessities of foreign journeys. Here history 
is carefully blended with the beauties of the scene and 
interest is evoked in old rites and legends, in monuments 
and landmarks to which the many illustrations lend 
understanding and additional pleasure. A plan of the 
\cropolis and a map of Greece are included 
Witson (Harold) They Watched Him There. 

Lutterworth Press. 6s. od. net. 

Meditations on the love of Christ ; His patience ; 
thoughtfulness; grace; humanity, etc., and His 
ultimate triumph. 

ZerrLin (Joseph) Disciples of the Wise. 
The Religious and Social Opinions of 
American Rabbis. New York, Columbia 
University, Teachers College (Distributors, 
Bloch Publishing Co.). $3.00. 

This study by Rabbi Zeitlin on the social and 
religious attitude of the American Rabbinate is of 
great importance both to Jews and Christians who 
wish to understand what Jewish rabbis are thinking 
today. Many rabbis and theological students contri- 
buted the data for the present study. It contains a 
vibliography and index. 


FICTION 
BRENNAN (Elizabeth) Am my _ Brother’s 
Keeper? Metropolitan Publishing Co. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Two brothers, both doétors, take up posts in a 
West Coast hospital. Stella, John and Barry have been 
friends since carly childhood and, when they mect as 
grown-ups, complications begin. Quarrels between the 
brothers ensue and are increased by their mutual love 
for Sally. A good story well charaéterised and with a 
Strong love interest. 


Dorten (Ray) Gallant to be Gay. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Bad luck pursues Rose Barrabee who has lost 
everything she values, her lover, her music, and her 
career. When she lives with her grandmother, Jinks, in 
the country everything seems against her and it is only 
by sheer courage and persistence chat she builds up a 
new life for herself. A novel that has much to recom- 
mend it for good charaéter drawing. 

Horan (Kenneth) A Bashfu!l Woman. Board- 
man. ros. 6d. net. 

In the beginning Sally Evans, having been brought 
from Wales to Middlebury, Michigan, and feeling 
herself an alien, is bashful, but by page 113 her shyness 
was gone and she is beautiful, vital and attractive. Nor 
is that all. A marvellous business woman, she builds 
up her dead husband’s company, and from the first 


Jenkins. 


sees the tremendous importance of the invention of the 
horseless carriage. With a background of the history 
of the motor car from the earliest date to the present 
time, this powerful story moves on with highly dramatic 
tension in which love, crime and tragedy play their 
part. Definitely this is an outstanding novel of American 
family life. 


LeyLanp (Eric) Little World. Macdonald. 
8s. 6d. net. 

The author has turned from his successful writing 
of text-books for librarians to a Story of school life 
which should appeal to a far wider class of reader. 
Broadwood School, of which he presents a detailed 
picture, forms the background for a number of 
interesting charaéters which are well drawn and 
sympathetic. Nesta Matthews causes some _heart- 
burning among the boys, and Macself, the retiring head 
of the school, has a few anxious moments adjusting the 
incipient love affair of Bill Marriot to everyone's 
satisfaction, but all ends well. 


Linpsay (Kathleen) Take this my Heart. 
Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 


Glory Linden enters the marriage market under 
the auspices of her matchmaking aunt, Mrs. Hoyt. 
Money is naturally the essence of the contraé. Then 
she meets Ashley Frere in Madeira, where he has been 
living under a cloud, having been accused of murdering 
his wife’s lover. Both fight against the inevitable, but 
they get married and go to live at Ashley’s family 
eState, Chamfreys. Rosalind, a girl of fifteen, is a great 
trial to Glory and much trouble ensues before things 
are Straightened out. 


JUVENILE 


Barciay (Vera) They met a Wizard. Illus. 
Herbert Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

In the country Phil and Roddy meet a little girl, 
Emily, Staying with her grandfather, a_ learned 
zoologist, whom they nickname the Wizard. From him 
they learn in a most entertaining manner, many intricate 
and wonderful details of nature. Evolution and i 
origin is also explained in a manner simple cnough to 


be understood by children. 


Mayo (Eileen) Little Animals of the Country- 
side. Illus. Pleiades Books. 6s. od. net. 
This charmingly illustrated book relates in 
attractive fashion the story of the small animals of our 
fields and woodlands. Many of them are unpopular 
with the farmer, but which child can resist a onging 
to know how these little creatures live ? The first 
sketch is of the familiar mouse followed by his kindred 
of the fields, there are also sketches of the weasel, 
Stoat and hedgchog among others. This should 
prove pleasing to many children of from six to ten 
years of age. 

PRETYMAN (Maureen) Stars in Danger. Featur- 
ing Spot and Bill Brien and Herbert. 
Lutterworth. 7s. 6d. net. 

Very terrible twins are Priscilla and Bill, to say 
nothing of their dog, Herbert. When they dragged a 
leather bag from a pond and found it full of metal 
plates, they were disappointed, but when they dis- 
covered what the plates really meant crime wins the 
day. The audition at the Cinema Studios is full of 
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vim. They Start off badly and pull through to stardom. 
Everything depends on the films, and the “ natural 
born detettives "’ win their laurels. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, August, 1947-—BOOKS TO COME, 
\ugust, 1947.—THE LIBRARIAN AND BOOK 
WORLD, August, 1947.—THE LIBRARY ASSIST- 
ANT, July-August, 1947.—THE LIBRARY ASSO- 
CIATION RECORD, August, 1947.—THE LIBRARY 
OF CONGRESS, Quarterly Journal, May, 1947. 
THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, August, 1947.—-NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES, June, 1947.—SCHOOL 
LIFE, June, July, 1947. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 
“ THe Liprary Worvp.” 
CLASSIFICATION AND DISPLAY 

Dear Sir,—So Wegg, whose name I took, is 
a lunatic! I accept the designation with glee. 
If the world is sane, let me be a happy lunatic. 

Mr. Sayers, in his review, tells me that the 
rule, Class by subject, then by form, except in pure 
literature, where form is paramount, was by Jast, 
not by him. I am grateful for the correétion. 
Will Mr. Sayers kindly give me the reference to 
Jast, so that I may not err again? But Mr. 
Sayers has copied Bottom in playing all parts 
(except the ass)}—author, teacher, and reviewer 
—in classification so long and industriously 
that it is natural to think of him as the law and 
the prophets in this subject. 

I say that the rule is ‘* incorreét, illogical and 
misleading.” Mr. Sayers tells me that my 
““expanded rule...means exactly (and at 
length) what was meant by the author of the 
condemned rule.” If so, the Jast-Sayers rule 
doesn’t say what it means or mean what it 
says. Compare the rules and judge. 

Digs at L.A. exams. I should think so, 
indeed. If these digs aren’t justified, why has 
the Education Committee taken such pains 
recently to conduét its exams. properly. Years 
ago, after a tough fight, I put a stop to that 
silly rule which required invigilators fo sie up 
the index to Dewey, the idea being that examinees 
should know the schedules by heart. Before I 
die I hope to see copies of the Joint Cataloguing 
Code in the exam. room. They we can test 
cataloguing instead of memory. Why flog the 
marvellous gift of memory to death. With luck 
I may bring the Education Committee to see 
that modern librarians, for nine-tenths of their 
time, work with modern books in all classes. 
Then perhaps our students need not choke 
themselves in the dust and dross of dead leaves 
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in English literature which no one but pro- 
fessors of literature, their Students, L.A, 
examinees, and antiquarian booksellers, stir up, 
No one loves English literature more than I do, 
but let young librarians begin with the books of 
their own time, and they will surely find their 
way later to the best of the past as free students, 
No; you won’t catch me bending the knee 
before the L.A. syllabus ; when everyone does 
so, our profession will be dead and done for, 
Let me add that Mr. Hutchings, the present 
chairman of the Education Committee, is 
working hard to get some commonsense into 
our education. Gook luck to him. 

Mr. Sayers is hardly fair (not that I mind) 
in his criticism of my “ recipe” for adapting 
classification to literary warrant. But he 
answers himself by saying that “‘ The trial 
scheme must be based upon a mental order, 
what I would call an order of knowledge, of 
some sort.” There’s no reply to a“ philosophic 
classifier” who writes like that. 

At the end of the review Mr. Sayers gives 
his case away with both hands. He says “‘ We 
shall never get perfect classing until we have 
perfect classers. And that will be never. Some 
of us knew that a long time ago.” Then why in 
the name of Bacon go on trying to class ? Why 
not do some useful grouping, as the whole of my 
book urges? Group for display. Let the 
philosophers fumble away at ordering the 
universe. 

As Lam writing, may | correct a too positive 
Statement on p. 24, about dichotomy ? Mr, 
Irwin, Direétor of the London School, in a 
letter for which | am grateful, has pointed 
out to me that the validity of dichotomous 
division, useful as it is, does not mean that 
the negative classes exist. This point I should 
have made clearer, as | would have done had I 
obeyed my rule of re-examining everything. 
However, my general position on the relation 
of book classification to classification in logie 
has been made plain. Anyone who wishes to 
know more about division by dichotomy 
should refer to the latest edition of Prof. 
Stebbing’s Modern Introduction to 
(Methuen). 

Though I am bound to disagree with Mr. 
Sayers, I must acknowledge the friendliness of 
his review. 

Yours faithfully, 
Ernest A. SAVAGE. 
23, Braidburn Crescent, 
Edinburgh, to. 
3rd September, 1947. 
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